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Hello Everyone, 

 I hope you’re enjoying your summer, 4th of July long weekend and hopefully a little vacation time, 
as well.  I’m looking forward to heading to the UP of Michigan from the 11th till the 23rd to attend one 
of my best friend’s (Congrats in advance to Mike & Brenda) wedding and a visit with other friends in a 
cooler, but humid (see, there’s always a trade off) climate.  While I’m gone, please contact my Broker, 
Brenda at 480-970-0079 if you need immediate help with a real estate question or problem. 

 The big news item with regard to real estate in the past month has to be the quick rise in interest 
rates.  We’ve seen a spike to 4.5%, though that now seems to be settling in around 4.25%.  Yes, higher 
than the historic lows we just experienced in the 3% range, but still lower than the long term average rates 
of 8% to 10%.  Michael Orr’s June Phoenix Real Estate report showed the Metro median home price to 
be $181,399.  That is up 60% from the ‘crash’ low in August 2011.  The good news is he is predicting that 
there will not be a ‘bust’ scenario as a result of this rise.   CoreLogis reported that 31.3% of all AZ homes 
are still ‘underwater’ with their mortgage.  That’s down from 35% at the end of 2012.  They also reported 
the AZ foreclosure inventory is down 58% versus last year to 1.3% in April.  The national average is 
2.65%.  Things continue to look up in AZ.  Good news for 55+ Canadians may be on the horizon.  The 
US Senate is considering a proposal to allow a Canadian Citizen Visa extension to 8 months of the year as 
long as that person owns or has a binding rental contract for a US home.  Hey potential Canadian clients, 
now is the time to buy while prices are still relatively low.  Call me!! 

 Congratulations and a big thank you for your patience are due to David and David Terry.  We fi-
nally found David that mid-Century modern home in a Historic Phoenix neighborhood that had been 
alluding us.  We also found a second Buyer and closed the sale on David & Terry’s NorthEast Village, 
Phoenix home.  Hope you’ll really enjoy your retirement in OR!  Thanks to John, Diane, Sandy and Bev 
for the referrals this month.  I’m hoping to be of service to each of the folks you sent my way along with 
Julie and Michael as soon as I get back from vacation.  A little advance good wishes to Carol in Mesa and 
Michael & Brooke in Chandler with hopes of getting deals finalized on the sale of your home before the 
end of July.  I’m very appreciative of any referrals you can send my way.  I promise those you refer will 
get my best, personalized, service. 

Regards, 

JEFF GERBER  
A B R ® ,  G R I ® ,  S R E S ® ,  R E A L T O R ®  

Visit my website at: www.jeffgerberrealtor.com 



May 2013
Arizona Regional MLS

New Listings 9,387

0.4% 5.8%
from Apr 2013:

9,348
from May 2012:

8,873

YTD 2013 2012 +/-
45,994 45,340 1.4%

5-year May average:  10,137

New Contracts 9,810

-9.1% -3.3%
from Apr 2013:

10,791
from May 2012:

10,147

YTD 2013 2012 +/-
51,068 53,544 -4.6%

5-year May average:  9,042

Closed Sales 9,290

7.8% 12.0%
from Apr 2013:

8,618
from May 2012:

8,292

YTD 2013 2012 +/-
38,275 38,993 -1.8%

5-year May average:  9,048

Median
Sold Price

$175,000

1.7% 20.7%
from Apr 2013:

$172,000
from May 2012:

$145,000

YTD 2013 2012 +/-
$168,000 $131,312 27.9%

5-year May average:  $135,420

New Contracts Median Sold Price ($1,000s)
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Active Listings 14,021

Min
10,994

Max
40,698

5-year May average

14,021

26,873

Apr 2013 May 2012
14,130 10,994

Avg DOM 66

Min
66

Max
120

5-year May average

66

94

Apr 2013 May 2012 YTD
70 84 70

Avg Sold to
OLP Ratio

97.5%

Min
87.7%

Max
97.6%

5-year May average

97.5%

93.6%

Apr 2013 May 2012 YTD
 96.9%  97.6%  96.8%
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ccording to the US Bureau of Justice Statistics, 7% of households (about 8.6
million) across the nation experienced some form of identity theft last year.
While you can’t entirely inoculate yourself from potential identity theft

unless you drop off the grid and become a mountaineer, the following tips from the
major credit bureaus (TransUnion, Experian, and Equifax) may help reduce the risk.

Shred It: Purchase an inexpensive
shredder and shred all sensitive
documents before you toss them out.

Note Billing Cycles: If a credit card bill
doesn’t arrive on time, contact the
company immediately. A
missing bill could mean
that a criminal changed the
billing address.

Monitor Your Credit: Check your
credit report on a regular basis to make
sure nothing looks suspicious.

Fraud Alerts: All three credit
bureaus allow you to place fraud

alerts on your credit card if you
suspect illegal activity. You
only need to call one of
them—they will share your

information with the others.

provide my clients with
accurate, timely information
throughout every step of their

real estate transaction. Please
recommend me to family and friends
looking for unparalleled service.

A
Protect Your Identity 

I

entistry, in some form or another, may have been practiced for over 9,000
years—dating as far back as the Indus Valley Civilization located in what
is now Pakistan. Fortunately, for anyone with a dentist phobia, we’ve

come a long way since using bow drills to treat tooth decay (even though these
methods were surprisingly effective and advanced for their day).

We continue to expand our knowledge, and the following tips may be new to you
if you haven’t studied this stuff since grade school.

Electric Toothbrush vs. Manual
Toothbrush: Dr. Michael Sesemann,
former President of the American
Academy of Cosmetic Dentistry, claims
that “A person who brushes well with a
manual will do as well as a person who
brushes with an electric.” 

Easy Does It: According to WebMD.com,
brushing four or more times per day can be
excessive, and brushing too hard can
wear away your enamel.

Keep It Soft: The Mayo Clinic
recommends a soft-bristled toothbrush
and suggests replacing it every three to
four months—sooner if it becomes worn.

Let It Dry: Sesemann says, “If you have
a toothbrush that’s perpetually moist, it
will cultivate bacteria.” WebMD.com
recommends shaking the toothbrush
after each use.

D
Dental Care: Brushing Tips 

If you are working with another Real Estate Professional, please disregard this notice.  The material in this publication is for your information only and not intended to be used in lieu of seeking additional consumer or professional advice.

hose lazy days of summer
are busy
days in

the real estate
industry. The
market is hot!
Call me right
away if you’re
considering buying
or selling a home.

T

hinking of selling your
home?  As an experienced
real estate professional, I

would like to point out the benefits
of adding an Old Republic Home
Warranty to your transaction.
While your home is on the market,
Seller’s Coverage provides repair
and replacement of your home’s
major systems and appliances. It
keeps the home showing well
during the listing period, which can
result in a faster sale at a higher
price. At close, the Buyer’s Plan
seamlessly takes effect, protecting
the buyer against potential,
unknown after-sale problems. Last
but not least, the home warranty
provides budget protection from
the high cost of home repairs and
peace of mind for both the home
seller and buyer.

Call me today to learn more about
the value that an Old Republic
Home Warranty provides.

T

Jeff Gerber, ABR, GRI, 
SRES

The Empowered Team LLC
Real Estate for Today

Tel: (602) 330-7272, jeff@jeffgerberrealtor.com, www.jeffgerberrealtor.com, Lic. #: SA540122000
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1⁄3 Cup Sugar 
1 Tbsp. Cornstarch 
1⁄4 tsp. Nutmeg 
1⁄8 tsp. Salt 
11⁄2 Cups Half and Half 
2 Egg yolks 

1 Tbsp. Unsalted butter 
2 tsp. Vanilla 
3-4 Bananas, sliced 
24 Nilla wafers, 

coarsely crushed 
Whipped cream, for serving 

Whisk together sugar, cornstarch, nutmeg, and salt in a medium saucepan, then whisk in Half and
Half and egg yolks. Place over medium heat and cook, whisking constantly, until pudding thickens
and begins to boil, 5-8 minutes. Remove from heat and add butter and vanilla. 

Whisk until butter has melted. Transfer pudding to a bowl and refrigerate until cold, about 3 hours.
Place 1/3 of the pudding mix into individual serving containers (use tall glasses or parfait dishes), add
a layer of Nilla crushed wafers and bananas, repeat with another 1/3 of the pudding mix, and add a
second layer of Nilla wafers and bananas. 

Top with the remaining 1/3 of the pudding. Before serving, top with whipped cream, additional
banana slices, and Nilla wafers, if desired.

Banana Nilla Wafer Pudding

1. The 19th Amendment, which
granted women the right to vote
in 1920, was introduced to
Congress in:

a. 1878
b. 1912
c. 1918
d. 1906

2. The first woman to serve on the
US Supreme Court was:

a. Ruth Bader Ginsburg
b. Elena Kagan 
c. Sandra Day O’Connor
d. Sonia Sotomayor

3. The longest ruling female
Pharoah of Ancient Egypt was:

a. Cleopatra
b. Hatshepsut
c Nefertiti
d. Tausret

4. The first American woman in
space was:

a. Jerrie Cobb
b. Kathryn Sullivan
c. Nichelle Nichols
d. Sally Ride

ANSWERS:1-a; 2-c; 3-b; 4-d

Women in 
History

ummertime can be an open invitation for creepy crawlers to nest in your
cool, air-conditioned home. If you’ve got an insect problem, or you’re
looking to prevent one, you’ll need to consider how to the keep bugs at

bay while protecting your family from pesticide exposure.

Preventative measures are often pesticide-free. There‘s the obvious—wipe down
kitchen surfaces and take out the trash. Then there’s the not-so-obvious, such
as fixing leaky faucets, as all living creatures need water to survive. Install
screens on windows, drains, doors, etc., to block openings where pests may
enter. Also, don’t stack a woodpile against the house, as it will likely draw wood-
boring pests into your home.

If you have to use pesticides to deal with an existing infestation, take care to
use them properly and in the right quantity. The Environmental Protection
Agency recommends researching the appropriate pesticide, reading
the label carefully, using the right amount as directed, and

storing/disposing of pesticide properly.

Visit http://www.epa.gov/pesticides/ for more information.

S
Pest Control: Keeping Insects at Bay 

Jeff Gerber, ABR, GRI, SRES
The Empowered Team LLC
3370 N Hayden Road - Suite 123-119
Scottsdale, AZ 85251
Tel: (602) 330-7272
www.jeffgerberrealtor.com
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