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Hello Everyone, 

 Corporate and even personal 2015 taxes filed? Check!  (Thanks for another great job, Elaine.)  It’s hard to 

believe that 1/4th of 2016 is already behind us.  I’m looking forward to April & May as I generally find those  

months (March is many times included in that group) to be the most amazing weather months here in The Valley.  

Typically it means lots of sunny days with highs in the 80’s or maybe low 90’s with evenings perfect for dinner or a 

visit with friends on the patio.  Here’s hoping lot of the above for each of you! 

 The Phoenix housing market continues to be interesting.  Our resale inventory rose a bit in early March, 

but (thankfully) so did Buyer activity.  Competition for Buyers looking to purchase in the $275,000 and under price 

range is quite keen.  We also see activity quite strong in many areas and not very strong in others.  It is important to 

note to Sellers that Buyers generally are still looking for that updated, truly move in ready, home.  That usually will 

be the property that sells first in a competitive neighborhood.  Buyers are still finding interest rates ‘in the 4’s’.  

Thankfully the Fed chose not to increase base rates at their last meeting.  Rumor still is that we will see interest rates 

rise to the 5% range over the next year. We saw encouraging news on AZ’s unemployment.  December ‘15 had us 

reach employment levels from pre-recession times.  Our unemployment rate of 5.5% still exceeded the national 

average of 4.9%, but things seem to be improving.  The RL Brown housing report showed Phoenix new home sales 

of 980 units in February.  That is up 38% from ‘15.  The median new home price was $304,000.  On the resale 

home side of things, 6500 sales in February ‘16 versus 6117 in ‘15.  The resale median price was down 0.7% to 

$200,000. 

 It’s busy times for me.  Thanks everyone!  About mid-month, we closed on Glenn & JoAnne’s (from MI) 

condo on the golf course in Phoenix.  A week later congratulations go to Linda and Tanya of Mesa on the purchase 

of 2 investment properties in Chandler.  Yesterday was closing day on the sale of an investment property in Laveen 

for my Canadian client Arvind.  I was fortunate enough to list a Phoenix/Scottsdale condo for sale for Canadian 

clients “The B’s” in March.  On the market Friday, under contract on Monday at about 97% of list price.  That 

should close at mid month in April.  We worked hard to find a nice Chandler property for Todd and his family.   

It’s now under contract and in the Inspection Period.  Hopefully Todd and family will have a new address by the 

end of April.  Thanks to Cabot, Mark and Julie for the opportunity to have meaningful discussions about current 

and future house plans.  To each of you who have been kind enough to send a referral my way recently, Thank 

You.  Know that I really appreciate the referrals and encourage you to mention my name to anyone you know who 

is thinking of selling or buying a home in the Phoenix area. 

Regards, 

 

JEFF  GERBER  
A B R ® ,  G R I ® ,  S R E S ® ,  R E A L T O R ®  

Visit my website at: www.jeffgerberrealtor.com 





If you are working with another real estate professional, please disregard this notice. The material in this publication is for your information only and not intended to be used in lieu of seeking additional consumer or professional advice.

A re you curious  
about current real  
estate trends? 

I’ve got my finger on 
the pulse of the local 
market. Call me today 
for a free, insightful 
analysis. 

H ome warranties vs. home-
owner’s insurance—what’s the 
difference? 

Home warranties are service con-
tracts covering systems and appli-
ances that fail due to normal wear and 
use. Insurance indemnifies against 
damage or liability arising from some 
unknown or contingent event. For 
example, if a covered water heater 
leaks under normal use and floods 
the home, the warranty will repair or 
replace the water heater; insurance 
may cover the damage.

D o you know anyone looking 
to buy or sell a home? Send 
them my way! I’ll put my ex-

pertise to work to guide your family 
and friends through their next 
real estate transaction.

Why Hire a Real Estate Professional  
to Sell Your Home?  

T hey say you should never ask a barber whether 
you need a haircut, but think about this… have 
you ever tried to cut your own hair? Sure, real 

estate professionals have a vested interest in convincing 
home sellers to use their services, but without an expert by 
your side, you could leave thousands of dollars on the table.
A knowledgeable agent knows the local market and can help 
you identify the perfect price point for your home. According 

to the National Association of REALTORS®, the average For 
Sale By Owner property in the U.S. sold for $208,700 last year, 
while the average agent-assisted home sold for $26,300 more!

A real estate professional can also help you review and negotiate the terms of 
your contract, handle the piles of paperwork that go along with selling a home, 
and serve as a gatekeeper so you don’t have to deal with all the looky-loos. 
Why work harder… and leave money on the table… when a qualified real estate 
professional is just a phone call away?

Health & Safety
How Healthy is Your Belly?   

A s your mother always told you—it’s what’s on the inside that counts! And this 
is especially true when we’re talking about your gut, which should be packed 
with healthy bacteria (such as Lactobacillus and Bifidobacterium). 

These wonderful microorganisms help move food through your intestines, and if you 
don’t have a thriving colony in your belly, you could end up with digestive problems. 
The bacteria also crowds out pathogens, such as candida, and some evidence sug-
gests that reducing candida can alleviate various skin conditions… and may even help 
you lose weight!

You can increase the amount of good bacteria in your system, and push 
out the bad bacteria, by taking probiotics under a doctor’s care. Of 
course, you can also ingest them naturally by eating yogurt (it’s Lacto-
bacillus that turns milk into yogurt). That said, putting more probiotics 
into your system isn’t enough… you need to feed those little critters 
and keep the colony alive! They feed off fiber, so eating a variety 
of fiber-rich foods (e.g., fruits and vegetables) can make your belly 
a healthy, happy place where friendly bacteria can hang their hats.

Real Estate Today

Protect your budget  
against the high cost to  
repair or replace home  

systems and appliances.

Visit www.orhp.com  
or talk to your Real Estate 

Professional to learn more.

Jeff Gerber, ABR, GRI, 
SRES

The Empowered Team LLC
Lic. #: SA540122000

Real Estate for Today
Tel: (602) 330-7272, jeff@jeffgerberrealtor.com, www.jeffgerberrealtor.com, Lic. #: SA540122000



This is not intended as a solicitation if your property is currently listed with another agent. This newsletter is provided compliments of Old Republic Home Protection Company, Inc. (ORHP). The articles 
may contain information obtained from third parties. ORHP does not endorse the recommendations of any third party or guarantee the information provided is complete or correct. Copyright 2016

Household Tips
Life is full of mind numbing tasks, and in an effort to reduce stress and free up their schedules, 
many Americans are outsourcing everyday chores—from laundry to dog walking, to waiting in line! 

There are plenty of people offering their services on websites like Craigslist, and many are 
flexible with the kind of work they’ll perform. TaskRabbit is a website that connects you with 
people looking for gigs, and while the company’s reach is limited when it comes to physical 
chores (it’s found in 19 U.S. cities), you can outsource plenty of “virtual projects” through them 
(e.g., computer help, research, data entry).

Of course, it’s important to consider whether you can afford to hire extra help. If you earn a salary 
or an hourly wage, take a look at your budget and consider targeting those tasks that would cost 
the least to outsource. On the other hand, if you’re self-employed or have a commission- based 
sales job where you could use that time to earn more money, the equation is simpler. 
If you earn more per hour than it costs to outsource a job you hate, outsourcing could 
fatten your paycheck.

Personal Assistants for Everyday People 

Savor the Flavor Black Forest Brownies

1 package (21 ounces) brownie mix

1 can cherry pie filling

Whipped cream 

2 ounces semi-sweet chocolate bar, 
grated

Bake brownies according to  
package directions. 

Cool completely. 

Cut into pieces. 

Top each brownie with cherry pie filling,  
whipped cream, and  
grated chocolate.

Jeff Gerber, ABR, GRI, SRES
The Empowered Team LLC
3370 N Hayden Road - Suite 123-119
Scottsdale, AZ 85251
Tel: (602) 330-7272
www.jeffgerberrealtor.com
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