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Hello Everyone, 

 Another year is flying by.  I didn’t realize just how fast it was going till I realized that it’s now the 4th Quar-
ter, I heard my first Christmas song on the radio last Wednesday, Holiday movies will open in a couple of weeks 
and I got to turn off my air conditioning 2 days ago!  I love Phoenix in the fall!! 

 If you check out page 2 from the Cromford Report, you will see that sales were down for the past 2 
months, inventory has remained about level and pricing has started a very slow upward trend.  Short Sale properties 
remain difficult to get Lender’s to accept offers to purchase.  This presents a problem for both Buyer’s and Seller’s.  
Lender Owned properties fare better for potential Buyer’s.  A bright spot in the market  is that an actual owner list-
ing a property for sale at a market correct price is usually seeing reasonable activity.  Interest rated continue at near 
historic low levels.  New Builder’s are making a last frantic pitch to Buyer’s looking to take advantage of the up to 
$8000 first time home buyer’s tax credit.  By the way, there is some activity at the Federal level to possibly have a 
Phase 2 version of a home buyer’s tax credit.  We will have to wait a few weeks to see if anything actually transpires.  
A couple of interesting notes on new home builders.  Some builder’s who purchased state land, especially in the 
Desert Ridge area of Phoenix are actually returning the land to the State because it no longer is economically feasi-
ble for the builder to move forward with their plans.  We are also seeing new home builders battling to buy unfin-
ished subdivisions, especially in the East Valley.  This should create some interesting Buyer opportunities in 2010. 

 It’s busy times in real estate for me.  I’m pleased to have found a Buyer for The Bower’s Tempe home in 
less than a weekend and am looking forward to that sale closing on the 23rd of the month.  Selling their house that 
quickly should really take a burden off of the Bower family.  I’m excited for Maxim, Irina and Dasha who are 
scheduled to become first time home owners in Gilbert (Val Vista Lakes) on the 27th.  It was a long and fun proc-
ess helping them find just the right home.  I think we succeeded!  I’m looking forward to a positive response to one 
of the offers we have made for Ray & Lynne.  I am hoping we will be able to get a deal in place so they have a 
home to move into when the relocate from Quincy, IL to here in early November.  I had a great weekend visit with 
Mike & Holli from St Louis in September.  I look forward to helping them find the right getaway condo.  I’m still 
working hard to find a Buyer for Patty’s Chandler/Andersen Springs home.  It’s lovely, but she wants to down size.  
If you know of anyone looking for a nice 3/2 Chandler home in a great neighborhood, have them call me.  I’m 
looking forward to meeting and working with my Canadian clients Terry, Carrie and Sean.  I would love to intro-
duce you to a great warm winter getaway home in the next few months.  As always, your referral of family mem-
bers, friends and co-workers who may be looking at buying or selling a home are really appreciated. 

Regards, 

JEFF  GERBER  
A B R ® ,  G R I ® ,  R E A L T O R ®  

Visit my website at: www.jeffgerberrealtor.com 
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The table below provides a concise statistical summary of today's residential resale market in the Phoenix metropolitan area. 

The figures shown are for the entire Arizona Regional area as defined by ARMLS. All residential resale transactions recorded by ARMLS are included. Geographically, this 
includes Maricopa county, the majority of Pinal county and a small part of Yavapai county. In addition, "out of area" listings recorded in ARMLS are included, although 
these constitute a very small percentage (typically less than 1%) of total sales and have very little effect on the statistics. 

All dwelling types are included. For-sale-by-owner, auctions and other non-MLS transactions are not included. Land, commercial units, and multiple dwelling units are also 
excluded. 



id you know that most herbs are perennials and can be grown year round?  If
you love cooking with fresh herbs from the garden in summer, you can grow
an indoor winter herb garden to add fresh, flavorful accents to your winter

recipes! It's fairly easy to grow a winter herb garden when you have a south-facing
windowsill that receives at least five hours of sunlight daily.  If your plants will receive
less than five hours of sunlight, install grow lights to ensure that your herbs thrive.

Toward the end of the summer, dig the herbs from the garden and transplant into
pots to acclimate them to their winter home.  Use a mixture of course sand and
compost-rich soil to ensure good drainage, and move them inside before the first
frost. You can also start your winter herb garden from seed or an herb garden kit.

Some herbs which grow well in pots or small containers
are thyme, rosemary, mint, basil, oregano and sage.

Water your herb plants thoroughly when the soil is dry,
and you can continue to enjoy the pungent, flavorful herbs
from your indoor garden all winter.

D

n outstanding customer
experience – it’s the number one
goal on every sales professional’s

list.  If you know anyone who is selling or
buying a home, please refer him or her to
me and I will provide your referral with
the service difference my clients
have come to expect from me!

A

he best prescription for a healthy life is to eat a good nutritious diet,
exercise on a regular basis and add in a few good belly laughs every day.
In fact, it has been estimated that we need a minimum of 12 laughs a day

in order to maintain optimal health!

It seems that the old adage is true – laughter really is the best
medicine.  Laughing a mere 15 minutes a day – whether it be
giggling, chuckling or roaring with laughter - has been proven to
effectively lower your blood pressure, decrease stress and tension,
boost your energy, elevate your mood and rev up your blood
flow. If you need a little stress relief or a quick energy boost, find
something to give you a little chuckle – or better yet, a strong
bout of laughter.  After all, it’s good for your health!

Laughter also creates joyful and happy feelings. When we feel down
and frustrated because of problems, laughing allows us to pull ourselves up by
the bootstraps, get back on solid ground, and gain some new insights or find a
solution to our problem. Remember to LOL (laugh out loud) frequently to stay
on track both physically and emotionally!

T
ome people don’t realize 
the benefits of a Home
Protection Plan. However, as

an experienced Real Estate
Professional, I would like to explain
how a quality Home Protection
Plan can benefit you, whether you
are selling or buying a home. A
good Home Protection Plan
ensures the repair or replacement of
major covered home systems and
appliances that fail due to normal
use. For Sellers, this provides
added value to your home when it
is on the market. For Buyers, this
means peace of mind and
confidence in the purchase of your
home. I advise all my clients to
include a Home Protection Plan
with their transaction, and 
the company I trust to provide the
best service and coverage is 
Old Republic Home Protection.
Call me today for more information
about how this valuable service can
be put to work for you.

S

he leaves are changing color
and the air is getting brisk –
autumn is definitely here!  If

you would like a free market
evaluation of your
home, give me a call.
Have a spooky
(but  safe) 
Halloween!

T
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Laugh More, Live Healthier  

Create an Indoor Herb Garden 

Jeff Gerber, ABR, GRI

Tel: (602) 330-7272
Exceeding Your Expectations of Real Estate Service!
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Ingredients:
3 cups sugar
1 cup oil
3 eggs
2/3 cup water
2 cups pumpkin puree 
(or one 15-ounce can)
1 cup chopped nuts, optional
3 cups flour
2 teaspoons cinnamon
1 1/2 teaspoons salt
1 teaspoon nutmeg
2 teaspoons baking soda
1 tablespoon baking powder

In a large mixing bowl, combine sugar, oil,
and eggs. Stir in water and pumpkin (and
nuts if using).  In a medium mixing bowl,
combine remaining ingredients, whisking to
mix well.  Add to creamed mixture and beat
until smooth.  Pour into two greased and
floured 8x4-inch loaf pans. (You may use a
9x5-inch, but loaves won't be as tall.)  Bake at
350 degrees for 90 minutes or until bread
tests done. Cool for 10 minutes in the pan,
then remove loaves, place on wire rack and
cover with a cloth until cool     .

he skill of computer hackers is constantly improving, and so is their access to
powerful password-cracking tools that incorporate extensive word and name
dictionaries.  Therefore, it’s more critical then ever to create strong passwords to

protect your computers and on-line accounts. Experts recommend the following tips:

•Always use a minimum of eight characters in a password, and make it a 
combination of uppercase letters, lowercase letters, numerals and symbols.

•Do not use an account name, actual first or last name, initials, user name, 
company name, or a complete dictionary word.  

•Hackers also know the usual tricks, such as spelling a 
name backwards or simple substitution of characters. For 
a more secure password, try using “Pass phrases” which 
contain several words and/or non-dictionary words 
(“nonsense” words) combined with obscure character 
substitutions. 

In addition to creating a strong password, it’s also 
important to protect your passwords by storing them 
securely, and to change passwords regularly.

T

Finding the right home is the result of good
preparation and research.  Here are a few tips
to help you in your search for a new home.

TIP #1:  
LOCATION, LOCATION, LOCATION

Location is a huge factor to consider – do
your own research regarding the
neighborhood, schools, places of worship,
city leadership and the general “feel” of the
community.  

TIP #2:  
Know how much you can afford 

Consult with a mortgage professional and
be knowledgeable about your income, your
credit score, and what you owe. Armed with
this information, you can make a decision
about how much house you can afford and
how much money you will need up front. 

TIP #3:  
Choose a knowledgeable real estate agent
Your real estate agent should be
knowledgeable about the real estate market,
and you need to be confident that they are
professional and reputable.  When you hire a
REALTOR®, sign a buyer representation
agreement, and insist on a consultation
where the entire process is clearly explained
to you.  Listen to your agent’s advice. Their
duty is to you, and they will guide you
smoothly through the process, avoiding the
potential pitfalls of the home buying process.
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Hack-proof your Computer Passwords 

Super Moist Pumpkin Spice Bread Tips On Buying A Home
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